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Lisdoonvarna, County Clare, was formerly a spa town where Victorian society partook of the 

mineral waters that were thought to have healing properties. These days the town is more 

famous as the location of an annual match-making festival that draws up to 40,000 visitors

to a town of 822. The name Lisdoonvarna is from the Irish Gaelic 'Lios Dúin Bhearna', meaning 

something like 'Enclosure at the Fort by the Gap'.
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